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Intermodal transport and regional logistics centers
in Lithuania will find their market place among the
conventional international longer distance railway and
water transport and the local shorter distance transport
market that is ultimately suited for road transport.
Shipments that depend strongly on early and/or timely
delivery (time-sensitive, high value goods) in general fa-
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vour road transport, whereas shipments requiring prima-
rily the lowest possible transport costs (cost-sensitive,
large quantities of lower value goods) can generally be
well-served by the rail or maritime transport. Intermodal,
i.e. combined rail/road or combined maritime/road
transport unites the strong sides of the different modes.
The advantages of the rail and water maritime transport
(relatively low costs, high capacity, safety, energy effi-
ciency and low environmental pollution) are combined
in the regional logistic centres with road transport (high
flexibility, speed, organisational simplicity of door-to-
door transport).

The organisational simplicity for the shipper of
goods, once various organisations involved in the regional
logistics centres have properly organised and co-ordinated
their activities, has been the main driving force for the
creation of the logistics centres and growth of intermodal
transport.

Both, for the supplier and the user of regional
logistics centres services and of intermodal transport, and
for the society as a whole the development of logistics
centres and intermodal transport has proven to offer
substantial benefits, particularly because of their (relative)
quality or the relative merits of the (competing) transport
modes constantly developing in an operating environment
subject to continuous change, such as increasing
congestion on the road network, or the introduction of
new pricing policies and/or regulations.
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