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The Visscher family was the dominant force in 
map-making at the height of the Golden Age of Dutch 
cartography. They were known throughout Europe for 
their advanced geographic knowledge and for the artis-
tic ornamentation of their works. They were one of the 
leading publishers in Amsterdam for nearly a century.

Founded by C. J. Visscher (1587–1652), the busi-
ness was continued by his son N. Visscher (1618–
1679), cartographer and publisher of Amsterdam and 
grandson Nicolas Visscher the Younger (1649–1702). 
Both of them issued a considerable number of atlases. 
Nicholas Visscher died in 1702, leaving the firm to his 
wife, Elizabeth, who continued the family business 
until 1726. She issued an Atlas Minor, Atlas Major 
and ‚De Stoel des oorlogs‘. In 1717 most of the plates 
passed into the hands of Petrus Schenk the Younger, 
who continued to re-issue them for many decades.

In Fig. 41 Samogitia in the of Coronelli’s scarce 
and very attractive detailed map of Lithuania (Lituania 
Dedicata All’Illustrissimo Signore Gio: Pietro Cavalli Se-
gretario della Serenissima Republica di Ventia ...). The 
map covers Lithuania and parts of Poland and the Bal-
tic and includes numerous coats of arms in the body of 
the map.The map appeared in some copies of Corone-
lli‘s Isolare Descrttione.

The remarkable Vincenzo Coronelli (1650–
1718), encyclopaedist, geographer, inventor and Doc-
tor of Theology, was citizen of the Republic of Venice. 
He was also one of the most prominent mapmakers 
and publishers in Europe. In his home city Venice he 
founded the very first geographical society, the Acca-
demia Cosmografica degli Argonauti. He also held the 
position of Cosmographer of the Republic of Venice. 

In his lifetime he compiled and engraved over 500 
maps including a large 2-volume work, the Atlante Ve-
neto, somewhat reminiscent of Robert Dudley‘s Dell‘ 
Arcano del Mare; he is equally well known for his cons-
truction of very large terrestrial and celestial globes 
even finer than those of Blaeu, including one, 15 feet in 
diameter, made for Louis XIV of France. Later six vo-
lumes of the Biblioteca Universale Sacro-Profana were 
published by Coronelli.

In Fig. 42 scarce original engraved map of Poland, 
Lithuania and much of Latvia by Alexis Jaillot pub-
lished in Amsterdam about 1692 by Pierre Mortier. 
Full title of the map: Estats de Pologne subdivises sui-
vant l’estendue des Palatinats par Le Sr. Sanson, G. du R. 
Presente a Monseigneur Le Dauphin par son tres-hum-
ble, tres Obeissant, et tres sidele serviteur Hubert Jaillot. 

In Fig. 43 Samogitia in large scale map of Poland 
and Lithuania “Estates de Pologne Subdivisses suinant 

Fig. 40. Samogitia on the map of Poland by Nicolaus Visscher, 
Amsterdam, around 1679/80.

Source: http://www.raremaps.com/gallery/enlarge/3170

kingdom of Poland after the French cartographer 
Nicolaus Sanson de Abbeville published in 1655, 
with some an additional data from Radziwill’s Lithu-
ania map, Beauplan’s maps and some other sourses. 
Nicolaus Visscher’s map still reflects very accurate 
the political borders of Nicolaus Sanson 1655 map 
of the kingdom of Poland. The shown engraved bor-
ders, place names, river names, etc. are pretty much 
the same. Title of the map: “Tabula nova totius Regni 
Poloniae in quo suut Ducatus et Provinciae Prussia, 
Cujavia, Mazovia, Russia Nigra, &c. Ducatus Lithua-
nia, Ukrania, &c. in qua Volhynia, et Podolia. cum 
suis Palatinatibus ac Confinijs. Authore N. Sansonio 
Abbevillensi Geographus Regis Galliae Amstelodami 
apud Nicolaum Visscher”.

Fig. 41. Samogitia on the map of Lithuania by  
Vincento Cornelli, Venine 1696

Source: http://www.raremaps.com/gallery/enlarge/29770
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l‘Estendue des Palatinats” by Alexis Jaillot. Rivers, la-
kes, forest, mountains and major cities and towns are 
depicted. A decorative title cartouche is at the top left 
corner. Very brilliant original coloring. The map is 
detailed and shows all of the principal settlements. It 
bears a very attractive decorative title cartouche and 
inset scale of distance. The outline hand colouring is 
original. The map is very presentable and attractive. It 
was printed in Amsterdam by Pierre Mortier.

Alexis Hubert Jaillot (1632–1712) was one of the 
most important French cartographers of the 17th cen-
tury. He worked in Paris in partnership with one of the 
sons of Nicholas San ut re-engraving and republishing 
many of  the Sanson’s maps. Within a few years, Jaillot 
became the successor to Nicolas Sanson, the greatest 
French mapmaker of the seventeenth century. In 1669, 
A. Jaillot undertook the re-engraving, enlarging and 
re-publishing of the Sanson maps in sheet form and 
in atlases, sparing no effort to fill the gap in the map 
trade left by the destruction of Blaeu’s printing esta-
blishment in Amsterdam in 1672-one of the most pro-
ductive cartographic establishment in the Netherlands.  
His Atlas Nouveau (1674) had a great reputation at the 
time, arriving to be considered like the best one of the 
world after the fire that destroyed the publishing house 
of the Blaeu family in Amsterdam. His publishing hou-
se was continued by his son and grandson until their 
plates were acquired by Philippe Buache in 1781.

In Fig. 44 Samogitia on the map of Poland and 
Lithuania: “Royaume de Pologne Comprenant les Etats 
e Polo gnes et de Lithuanie, Divisez en Provinces; et Sub-
divisez en Palatinats, Selon les Memoires de Starovolfe, 
de Hartknoch, et de plusiers Autres ...”, first published 
by Jean Baptiste Nolin in Paris durin the period his 
collaboration with Coronelli, although not specifically 
mentioning Coronelli by name. The map was appa-
rently published in 1697. The map was based upon 
the work several early authors, including Christoph 
Hartknoch and Szymon Starowolsky.

Nolin Jean Baptiste (1657–1708) set up the fa-
mily publishing business in Paris where he engraved 
and sold a wide variety of maps, on some of which he 
wrongfully used the titles ‘Engraver to the King’ and 
‘Geographer to the Duke of Orleans’. On a complaint 
by Guillaume Delisle he was accused and convicted of 
plagiarism but his business continued to flourish. Wil-
lem Janszoon Blaeu (Blauw, Blaeuw; 1571–1638) was 
a pupil of a famous Danish astronomer, Tycho Brache 
(1546–1601). The Blaeus is the most eminent Dutch 
family of cartographers who produced maps almost 
throughout the 17 th century. His initial works were 

Fig. 42. Samogitia on the map of Poland and Lithuania by  
N. Sanson and A. H. Jaillot, Paris, 1690

Source: http://www.swaen.com/antique-map-of.php?id=16395

Fig. 43. Samogitia (DUCHE SAMOGITIE) on the map 
of Poland, Lithuania and much of Latvia by Alexis Jaillot, 

Amsterdam 1692
Source: http://www.ebay.co.uk/itm/ORIGINAL-1692-An-
tique-Map-of-Poland-Lithuania-Latvia-by-Jaillot-Mapa-Pols-
ki-/281068698291

Fig. 44. Samogitia on the map of Poland and Lithuania by 
Jean Baptiste Nolin, Paris 1697

Source: http://www.lithuanianmaps.com/images/1697_Nolin_
Pologne_raremaps.jpg
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published under the name Guilielmus Janssonius (Wil-
lem Janszoon). In 1619 he added Blaeu to his name in 
order to avoid associating himself with another carto-
grapher, Jan Janssoniga, and his following works were 
published under the name of Willem Jansz. Blaeu. The 
Blaeus published their atlas, Theatrum Orbis Terra-
rum, Sive Atlas Novus (shortly called Atlas Maior), for 
the first time in 1635 in two volumes. In 1646–1655 
it was published in six volumes and in 1664–1665 in 
twelve volumes under the title Geographia Blaviana. 
As Willem Blaeu died in 1638 most of his maps are 
actually published by his son Joannes.

Many of his maps were based on the work of Vin-
cenzo Coronelli, the Italian cartographer and of anot-
her French geographer, Sieur de Tillemon (Nicholas de 
Tralage). His most notable work was the publication in 

1696 of a World Map on one sheet based on J. D. Cas-
sini’s 24-ft planisphere housed in the Paris Observa-
tory. 

In Fig. 45 Samogitia ond the map of the Grand 
Duchy of Lithuania (“Magni Ducatus Lithuaniae Ca-
etrarumq Regionum illi Adiacentium exacta decrip ...) 
by Johannes Jansson. Highly detailed the territory of 
Samogitia.Nice example of the rare Valk & Schenk edi-
tion of this important map of Lithuania at its grandest 
scale based upon Hessel Gerritsz‘s four sheet map of 
the same title. Hessel Gerritsz prepared his original 
map from manuscript drafts prepared under the ins-
tructions of Prince Nicolas Christophe Radziwill. His 
four sheet map was first issued in 1613 by Willem Bla-
eu, under Blaeu‘s original imprint Guilhelmus Jansso-
nis. This is one of the earliest maps published by Blaeu, 
who did not incorporate this map into an atlas until 
approximately 1630. Following Blaeu‘s original 4-sheet 
version of the Gerritsz map, Blaeu and Jansson issued 
single sheet versions, the latter of which was re-issued 
by Valk & Schenk at the end of the 17th Century. The 
Valk & Schenk editon is the rarest on the market.

In Fig. 46 Samogitia in the map of Poland by 
Nicholas De Fer, 1700. The map shows a highlighted 
borderSamogitia. In the area of Samogitia map depicts 
towns of various sizes, rivers and forests. Panevėžys 
(Ponnieviess) and Biržai (Birze) assigned to Samogitia.

Nicholas De Fer (1646–1720) took over the bu-
siness of his father Antoine. De Fer, a French carto-
grapher, geographer, engraver and publisher, produced 
over 600 sheet maps, wall maps. His maps were prized 
for their decorative qualities rather than the accura-
cy of their geography. He was appointed to be a Geo-
grapher to the King. Among his works are also several 
atlases. Some atlases are France Triomphante in 1693, 
Forces de L’Europe in 1696, Atlas Curieuk in 1705 and 
Atlas Royal.

Conclusions

Cultural identity of Samogitians had a great impact 
on the development of the nation of Lithuania. An 
encouraging factor to prepare this publication was the 
respect towards the history of Samogitia and its cul-
tural heritage, bearing a special historical value. This 
article is devoted to the two events significant for the 
history of the whole Europe: a 400 year anniversary of 
old Mikolaj Krzysztof Radziwill map and the baptizm 
of Samogitia baptizm 600 years ago. 

The researchers of old cartoraphy in many forei-
gn countries stick to the belief that the history of their 

Fig. 45. Samogitia on the map of the Grand Duchy  
of Lithuania by Johannes Jansson, Amsterdam 1700

Source: https://www.raremaps.com/gallery/detail/34844/Mag-
ni_Ducatus_Lithuaniae_Caetrarumq_Regionum_illi_Adiacen-
tium_exacta_decrip/Jansson.html

Fig. 46. Samogitia on the map of Poland by Nicholas De Fer, 
Paris 1700

Source: http://staremapy.org/pdfmap/Polska_1700_(wydanie_
francuskie).pdf
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countries can hardly be viewed without the assessment 
of the information found in the old maps. This very 
true attitude can be fully applied in history of Samogi-
tia; its place in history of Lithuania has been subject to 
widely differing interpretations. So far historians and 
linguists of Lithuania have been approaching Samo-
gitia from different aspects. There will never be the 
same attitude but the research of old maps opens ad-
ditional and valuable sources of information, helping 
depolarize divergent views and opposing assessment. 
The maps and their analysis can give more light on 
the historical development of Samogitia regional com-
munity, determine the historical–geographical spatial 
awareness of this region, and describe the subsequence 
of historical destiny of Samogitia and its addition to 
Lithuanian nation.

Old maps, picturing Samogitia or parts of it, with 
an exception of very few (Bucevičiūtė 2006), have not 
been thoroughly assessed and studied yet. The history 
of Lithuania will never be complete without thorough 
assessment of information found in old maps.

Information on the history of Samogitia provided 
in this article is not new for the scientific community 
and we won‘t in any way pretend to be experts on this. 
We are willing to show that old maps can help revise 
and complete the historical image of Samogitia. They 
were universal, reflected both the natural and social 
phenomena and the evolution of patterns. Some of 
them included various historical comments in written 
form.

The maps thoroughly, vividly and informatively 
express the very essence of the fixed phenomenon or 
event which no other written document can do. One 
of the aims of the article is to encourage to more wide-
ly use maps as historical documents and to compare 
them with written information; which allows to assess 
an event or a historical period more clearly. The pre-
sented maps, in our opinion, fully reflect the peculiari-
ties and variety of Samogitia.

It is quite difficult to differentiate ethnic lands in 
Lithuanian maps, especially in early historical periods. 
This publication presents approximately 50 maps of 
Lithuania and neighboring countries, where Samogitia 
was marked. They had different names, like: Samai-
ten, Samaitae, Zamaytae, Sama gota, Samoogesthia, 
Samogitia, Samattae, Samethia, Samogitie,Samagotia, 
Samogetia, Samogithia and others. The administrative 
terms: Samogitia Pars, Neighbourhood of Samogitia, 
Duchy of Samogitia.These maps popularized a carto-
graphic presentation of Samogitia lands that remained 

practically unchanged until the 18th c. Many of them 
separated the area of Samogitia as a neighboring land 
from the rest of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania by us-
ing border lines or colorful background. Chronological 
study of changes in the boundaries and territories on 
the map of Samogitia provides a basis for a number of 
hypothesis that could be either approved or rejected 
and which are based on collecting data from other 
historical sources or works by other researchers. In 
most cases, it is impossible to clearly identify to which 
administrative unit belongs one or another settlement 
or village. We found it interesting to see Samogitia in 
existing linguistic maps, and also in settlements, in-
habited by Samogitians.

We hope that the publication will encourage 
researchers to study the history of Samogitia using 
maps in more depth. This is what the authors of the 
publication as well as other mentioned authors have 
done. Our article provides helpful links for the rea-
ders interested in more detailed studies of specific 
maps. 

Summarizing we can state that the above men-
tioned Samogitia and Lithuania maps by Lithuanian 
and foreign authors lack thorough historical analysis 
and attention to become scientific discussions, so the 
society of Lithuania is hardly aware of them. The his-
torical problem of the Samogitia can be solved only by 
joined efforts of cartographers, linguists and histori-
ans. We hope that this work will become an additional 
step towards the problem solution.
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